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Planet Travel Brochure
Guidelines

The sixth grade classes in Apex Middle School are on a fact finding mission.  The mission is to create a brochure and presentation to promote one planet as the “Number One Travel Destination in our Solar System.”

STEP 1   GATHER INFORMATION

Get to know your planet.  Read as much information about the planet as you can find.  You will need a minimum of two resources.  You will use the Internet links below or find your own websites upon teacher approval.  You may also use books.  As you’re reading about your planet, take notes on key information.  This will be part of your grade.  Keep track of the sources you use, because you will need to create a works cited page as well.  You will have time in class to work on the research.  Any work that is not completed in the allotted class time will be homework. 
 
	                       https://pds.jpl.nasa.gov/planets                                                                      

	                      http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/astronomy/planets/ 

	                      https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/planets/?Redirected=1 

	                      https://www.kidsastronomy.com     

	  H                http://nineplanets.org/ 

	                     https://www.space.com/56-our-solar-system-facts-formation-and-discovery.html 

	                    https://airandspace.si.edu/exhibitions/exploring-planets 

	                    https://www.windows2universe.org/



STEP 2   CONSTRUCT YOUR BROCHURE

I will provide you with the paper you will need for your brochure.  Fold it so that you have three sections in the front and three sections in the back.

Section 1:
Name of your planet, picture of your planet, a descriptive phrase about your planet that would make someone want to visit, and your name and class period.  

Section 2:
Position in the Solar System:  Where is your planet located (for example, Earth is the third planet from the Sun)?  How far from the Sun does it orbit?  
Orbit:  How long does it take for your planet to orbit the Sun?  (This is one year on Earth.)  Is its orbit unusual?
Rotation on its Axis:  How long does it take for your planet to rotate on its own axis?  (This is one day on Earth.)
Appearance of your Planet:  What does your planet look like?  Are there any special things on your planet?


Section 3:
Size:  How big is your planet?  How does it rate in terms of the other planets in terms of size (is it the biggest, the smallest)?
Mass: What is your planet’s mass and how does it compare with the other planets (is it the biggest, the smallest)?
Moons:  Does your planet have moons?  How many?  If there are moons orbiting your planet, describe them and when they were discovered.
Rings:  If there are rings orbiting your planet, describe them and when they were discovered.

Section 4:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Composition of your Planet:  What type of planet is it (is it rocky or a gas planet)?  What is its internal composition?
Gravity:  What is the force of gravity at the surface of your planet?  (For example, what would a 100-pound person weigh on your planet)?
Atmosphere:  What is the composition of the atmosphere of your planet?  Is it a thick or a thin atmosphere?
Temperature:  What is the temperature range on your planet?  

Section 5:
Something Special:
Is there anything special about your planet?  This can often be the best part of this brochure, taking you off on interesting topics.  For example, are there 100-year long storms on your planet?  Are there giant volcanoes?  Does your planet have a very tilted axis giving it extreme seasons?  Have space crafts visited your planet?  If so, what have they discovered?  Is your planet in an orbit with another solar body?  BE CREATIVE. (1 paragraph minimum)

Section 6:
Tell why someone should visit this planet, what they might be able to see or do, what they will remember most about their visit, etc. How would someone get there?  How would they navigate or find their way around the planet?  Include things they would need to be careful of, what clothes, equipment, etc. to bring in order to survive and be comfortable.  Remember, your goal is to persuade travelers to visit your planet because it’s the “Number One Travel Destination in our Solar System.”  (1 paragraph min.)

STEP 3   CREATE YOUR WORKS CITED PAGE

You will need at least two sources for this project.    Keep track of your sources on index cards.  Then, cite your sources on a separate sheet of paper with a proper heading.    List all of your sources using the appropriate format.   We will spend time in class reviewing the appropriate format and you will receive a sample works cited page.  

STEP 4   PRESENT TO THE CLASS

[bookmark: _GoBack]You will present your brochure to the class showing your excitement and enthusiasm to entice your audience to visit your planet.









Planet Brochure Research Notes
	Planet Name:


	
Notes/Research

	Section 1
	· Planet Name:_______________________________________________
· Descriptive Phrase: ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

	Section 2
	· Position and location in the Solar System: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Orbit (how long): ____________________________________________________________
· Rotation on axis: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Appearance:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


	Section 3
	· Planet size: ____________________________________________________________
· Mass:_______________________________________________________
· Moons- quantity and description: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Rings- quantity and description: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Section 4
	· Planet Composition (what is it made of): _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Planet Gravity: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Planet Atmosphere: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Planet Temperature Range:_____________________________________


	Section 5
	· Special and interesting features of planet (be creative): ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


	Section 6
	· Reasons to visit: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Navigation: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· What to bring to survive and be comfortable: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

























[image: ]Planet Brochure Project Rubric  [image: ]


	Required Item
	Points Possible
	Peer Review
	Self Assessment
	Points Earned

	Picture and Description of Planet
	15
	
	
	

	Planet Physical Characteristics (position, rotation, revolution, appearance)
	10
	
	
	

	Atmospheric Quality
	15
	
	
	

	Planet Surroundings-what is special about planet?
	15
	
	
	

	Type of Navigation/Transportation
	10
	
	
	

	Human Accommodations (hotel, etc.)
	10
	
	
	

	Conditions Harmful to Humans
	15
	
	
	

	Creativity/Originality
	10
	
	
	

	Total
	100
	
	
	




Self-Reflection
What do you feel were your strengths during this project? 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


What opportunities do you have to improve? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Check point:__________Monday Jan. 8, 2018___________________________  
Your planet research should be complete by this date.  


Due Date:____Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2018       ______________________________  
You will hand in your planet research, brochure, rubric and works cited page together.        



Name: ________________________________  Period: ________   Date:  ____________





I have read and understand Mrs. Baumgarten’s Planet Travel Brochure project guidelines, rubric, and due dates.  Please sign below.  




_____________________________________________
Student signature






_____________________________________________
Parent signature
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